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Newsletter 
 All colleagues, partners and funders 
 

 
 

As chairperson of the GCFPA, I am privileged to write the foreword of this newsletter. 
First of all, I would like to thank everyone who makes this FPA such a great success and 
for their continued dedication and hard work. It starts with the staff in the Porterville 
office, the staff in the dispatch office, the ground teams and the cooperation of all our 
members. 
 
We are approaching the end of a fairly quiet fire season in the West Coast District. 
Although a total of 70 000ha burned, this were in areas that had to burn. Due to good 
cooperation between the GCFPA, landowners who implement their management plans 
and West Coast District Fire and Rescue Services, most of these fires could be managed 
with minimum fire fighting effort.  
 
The aircrafts and pilots used for aerial support this fire season were activated 22 times 
for Initial Attack. On 15 of those occasions, the fires were brought under control within 
the first hour. Again, sincere appreciation and thanks to all the pilots and Provincial 
Disaster Management Centre, who were on duty. 
 
In addition to fire fighting, the GCFPA, in cooperation with the West Coast District Fire 
and Rescue Services, also performed good work in other areas. On March 23rd  2017 a 
meeting with the Western Cape Provincial Roads Division was addressed at Laingsburg. It 
was about the fire hazard on road reserves, and specifically the R27 (West Coast Road), 
within our areas. The meeting was also attended by the chairman of the Southern Cape 
Fire Protection Association(SCFPA), Paul Gerber. During the meeting, it was decided that 
the Department will join the FPA. 
 
On March 29th 2017, I addressed the Agri Western Cape Regional Congress in 
Vredenburg. The main focus was membership of FPAs, issuing of burning permits, as well 
as the rules attached to such permits. A follow-up meeting is planned in Paarl on  May 
22nd  2017 in order to discuss the possible adjustment of the rules of the burning permits, 
for the benefit of both parties. 

 
The Western Cape Umbrella FPA (WCUFPA) meeting took place on February 28th  2017 in 
our area and we would like to thank Mr. Steyn Marais from Jakkalsfontein for making 
their facilities available for the meeting. 
 
The GCFPA  can really be proud of what is achieved within our area, and this institution 

can only grow even further to benefit all partners. The GCFPA is a leader in the field of 
integrated fire management. 
 
Regards, 
Bertus Senekal 
 

 

 

Overview of fire season 
During the 2016/2017 fire season, the GCFPA staff and WoF teams were actively 
involved in 15 fires with a surface area of 70 000 hectares. Most of this was natural 
fynbos that was allowed to be burned. Three of the fires occupied more than 15 000 
hectares. Thanks to the Initial Attack funded by the Western Cape Province, 15 fires has 
successfully been extinguished whit in the first hour. 
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 Burning Permits 
  

2 

Photos taken during 2016/2017 Fire season 

 

All members are requested to ensure that you obtain burning permits 

before doing any controlled burns. Please contact Maryke Kotze 

directly at the West Coast District Municipality (022 433 8702) to apply 

for a permit. 

It is extremely important that you take the necessary precautionary 

measures with regard to controlled burns to prevent any run-away 

fires. 

The FDI(Fire Danger Index) that is being send out to members during 

the fire season must also be strictly followed to ensure that you do not 

burn on a Red or Orange day. 

Refer to the link below and read the explanation regarding the FDI. 

Verduideliking van die brandgevaar-indeks / Explanation of the 

Fire Danger Index. 

 

FDI Borde 
The GCFPA launched a new awareness initiative by giving members the 

opportunity to establish their own FDI boards on their properties. These 

boards have a wiper meter that can be moved daily according to the FDI 

for the specific day. The metal sign, A1, can easily be attached to walls. It 

is ideal for offices, stores, campsites and tourism areas. It is also 

envisaged the you can retain your own identity on the board by placing 

your farm name and/or tourist facility name, as well as your own logo. 

Contact  Marietjie at the GCFPA office for more info regarding this board 

at  022 931 2083. 

 

http://growinggreatness.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3826ea616e954bc34863ba493&id=fc4e48b892&e=6cfa714f5e
http://growinggreatness.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3826ea616e954bc34863ba493&id=fc4e48b892&e=6cfa714f5e
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The Working on Fire teams participated in several production activities in which 

about 35 hectares of fire breaks and 200 hectares of controlled burns were 

completed. 

The Vredenburg WoF team also completed two major projects at the Hopefield 

Wind Farm and for the Saldanha Bay Municipality. 

The teams deliver high quality work, thus reducing the risk of fire on your 

property, bringing you in line with the Fire Act, while your own staff can engage 

in their daily farm activities. 

In the current dry conditions, there is still a high fuel load on many properties. By 

using the teams to make fire breaks and assisting with controlled burns, you can 

reduce your fire risk. 

On April 24th 2017, the GCFPA and ground teams assisted the West Coast District 

Fire and Rescue Service to conduct a successfully managed controlled burn at 

Swartdam, Riebeek-Kasteel. The fire is part of a research project done by Mr. 

Stephen Cousins whom is currently busy with his doctoral studies. It deals with 

the effect of fire on the Swartland Renosterveld, of which only 5% is left in the 

area.  Little information is available to the public regarding Renosterveld and Mr. 

Cousins are doing groundbreaking work in the area, as well as the conservation 

of this endangered vegetation type. The perimeter of the fire was 7.3km and a 

total area of 156 hectares was burned. 

Members are encouraged to effectively manage the natural areas on their 

properties and to maintain fire breaks on a regular basis.   

Please contact the GCFPA office if you want to make use of the WoF teams. 

 

Benefits of controlled 

burns 

Landowners in rural areas 
face a difficult choice 
regarding the risk of 
uncontrolled burns. They 
can ignore the risks to their 
lives and property – and 
those of the neighbors – or 
join the attempts to 
manage this risk, which 
dramatically reduces and 
save themselves the costs 
of millions of claims... 
 
Follow the link below for 
an insightful article about 
controlled burns 
 
http://cederbergfpa.co.za/
wp-
content/uploads/2013/11/
Hierdie-keuse-kan-
grondeienaars-miljoene-
bespaar.docanding 
 

http://cederbergfpa.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Hierdie-keuse-kan-grondeienaars-miljoene-bespaar.docanding
http://cederbergfpa.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Hierdie-keuse-kan-grondeienaars-miljoene-bespaar.docanding
http://cederbergfpa.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Hierdie-keuse-kan-grondeienaars-miljoene-bespaar.docanding
http://cederbergfpa.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Hierdie-keuse-kan-grondeienaars-miljoene-bespaar.docanding
http://cederbergfpa.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Hierdie-keuse-kan-grondeienaars-miljoene-bespaar.docanding
http://cederbergfpa.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Hierdie-keuse-kan-grondeienaars-miljoene-bespaar.docanding
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Members who buy or sell land, are asked to please inform the GCFPA 

office immediately of the above-mentioned changes. It is essential that 

we have the correct information from our members at all times to ensure 

that the mapping of your property and the member database is accurate 

when there are fire related claims. 

The annual invoices of your membership fees have already been sent out 

– you are requested to pay within 90 days. 

 Contact Jacomien Britz (078 312 9134) or via e-mail 

(jacomien@cederbergfpa.co.za) should you have any further queries.  

 

Greater Cederberg Fire 

Protection Association 

1 Voortrekker Street 
Porterville 
022 931 2083 
086 608 8304 
admin@cederbergfpa.co.za 

 

Find us on the Web: 
http://cederbergfpa.co.za 
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